
Transition Year aims to provide a quality 
holistic education, preparing our students 
to take a more active and responsible 
role in their learning at Senior Cycle and 
equipping them to face the challenges 
facing them in life after school.

Transition Year Curriculum

u Irish/ English/ Maths

u French

u Science

u Art 

u Home Economics

u Business/Young Enterperneurs

u Geography/ Environment Education

u P.E.

u Religious Education

u I.T.

u Film Studies

u History

u Guidance 

u Activities eg. First Aid/Dance

Transition Year Programme

l Basketball

l Athletics

l Outdoor Persuits

l Soccer

l Camogie

l Competitions

l Golf

l Equestrian Competitions

l Drama/Musicals

l Debating

l School Exchanges

l Fundraising

l Mini-Company

l School Tours

l Foreign Trips

l Green Schools

l St. Vincent de Paul

Extra Curricular Activities

Contact Details
Our Lady of Lourdes 

Rosbercon, New Ross, Co. Wexford.
Telephone: Office 051 - 422177    

Email: secretary@olol.ie  Web: www.olol.ie
“Excellence in 

Education since 1924”

Our Lady of Lourdes 
Secondary School



Debating
The senior debating team will face St Mary’s C.B.S. 
Enniscorthy in a friendly debate on the 23rd May. 
The girls will travel to Enniscorthy to face their 
opposing team in the hope of winning the Winner’s 
trophy and retaining the “Speaker of the Night 
Award”. We wish the girls the very best of luck.

First and second year students will take part in 
a junior debating competition during the last week 
of term. The junior students are currently being 
trained by the senior debating students and devel-
oping invaluable communication skills. They will 
pick their motions in the near future and we wish 
all the girls the best of luck in their upcoming com-
petitions. 

Sport
Camogie 
Our Lady of Lourdes senior camogie team found 
themselves in a strange position in January. 
They made it into a Leinster final without having 
to play the semi-final, as their opponents forfeited 
the game. Nevertheless, the girls showed that 
they were fully deserving of a place in the final as 
they rattled the Coláiste Mhuire, Trim net 5 times. 
These goals gave the girls a fantastic 7 point win 
to be crowned champions of Leinster! OLOL then 
faced into the All-Ireland Semi-Final against a very 
strong Cashel Community School. The girls per-
formed admirably but fell short to the eventual All-
Ireland champions.  Regardless, a Leinster title 
capped a fantastic year for the team and the buzz 
that was created around the school is a testament 
to their achievements.

In May 5th years also travelled to University College Cork Spring Open Day 

where they atended course talks, viewed college facilites and got a taste of 

college life.
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Sport

Camogie 

The Junior camogie team also performed well this 
year. In January, we played St. Joseph’s Rochfort-
bridge from Westmeath. The girls came away with 
a brilliant win on a scoreline of and advanced to 
the semi-final. In the semi-final the team faced a 
tough away game against Castlecomer Community 
School. The girls battled bravely and cut a 10 point 
deficit to 2 points with 5 minutes to go. However, 
Castlecomer responded with a flurry of scores and 
claimed victory. The girls showed great resilience 
and a “never give up” attitude all year long. They 
should be proud of their performances.

As March began, so did the Minor camogie team 
made up of the 1st and 2nd years from the school. 
They had two great wins in the group stage 
against Presentation Wexford and Coláiste Bríd, 
Enniscorthy to move onto the next stage. A brilliant 
result followed against Colaiste Naomh Cormac 
from Kilcormac, Co. Offaly in the Leinster quar-
ter final which advanced them to the semi- final. 
Once again, the girls gave it their all but fell short 
against a rejuvenated Presentation Wexford side. 
The team were a very cohesive and skilful bunch 
of players. Hopefully they can stick together and 
push even further in future years.

Basketball 

The 2nd Year Basketball team continued to achieve 
success this year when they won the South East C 
basketball final for the second year in a row after 
a nail biter of a finish against Presentation Wex-
ford in March this year. The final score was 23-
22. The school then hosted the All Ireland playoffs 
in O’Loughlin Gaels hall in Kilkenny where they 
played 3 games on the day unfortunately they 
failed to qualify into the All Ireland semi-finals. 
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Retreats
All year groups had an opportunity to take part in 
a Retreat Day during the school year, a day which 
afforded the girls some time out from their busy 
schedules.

Lourdes
We would like to wish our two 5th Year Students, 
Áine Butler and Deirdre Walsh all the best as 
they travel to Lourdes as helpers with the Ossory 
Pilgrimage. We hope that the girls have an 
enjoyable time and benefit from the experience.

Music 
This year was yet another busy one for our very 
active music department with students involved 
in activities both within school and outside. 
‘Monday Madness’ sessions and Wednesday 
Choir at lunchtime helped brighten the first half 
of the year before preparations got underway 
for practical exams. These took place at the 
end of March and both Leaving Cert and Junior 
Cert candidates performed exceptionally well. 

It has become tradition that at 
the end of September music 
students attend a recital as 
part of the annual New Ross 
Piano Festival. This year’s 
concert took place in St Mary’s 
Church with Waterford pianist 
Billy O’Brien performing works 
by Chopin, Debussy and 
Scriabin. Billy also gave an 
account of his musical educa-
tion and career followed by a 
question and answer session. 

This excursion was quickly followed by a trip to the 
opera in mid -October. Wexford Festival Opera’s 
production of Donizetti’s ‘Don Pasquale’ was both 
a new experience and an enjoyable one for most!
Highlights within school included our Christmas 
concert and carol service, and most recently our 
annual ‘Blue Notes’, an evening which showcased 
just some of our endless supply of musical talent. 
We thank all involved in these events and look 
forward to doing it all again - and more - next 
year!
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Spanish Students

Our Experience in 
Our Lady of Lourdes School

We are the remaining Spanish students who
have spent a full school year in Ireland. Since we 
arrived in the school everyone has been really 
nice to us. They have worried about our happiness 
here; these include our classmates, teachers 
and other staff like Michael and Anne. They have 
always helped us whenever we had any problems.
 
At the beginning we were not close to our 
classmates but still they helped us to integrate 
into the school but during the year we grew in 
confidence and now we have good friends in all 
classes.
 
In conclusion we feel really lucky to have come 
to this school because it has made our year 
a very good experience. We would absolutely 
recommend other Spanish students to come to 
this school.
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Library

What the TYs have been up to
BT Young Scientist 

Our 1st trip of 2019 took us to the RDS and the 
BT Young Scientist exhibition accompanied by the 
2nd Yrs looking for ideas for their own projects to 
compete in Scifest. 

Scifest 

This was the first year we ran Scifest@School 
where students undertook an investigative project
and presented their findings at an exhibition in 
the hall. Ms Anne Lynch, a School Liaison Officer 
from Scifest@School, judged our projects and 
she was aided by our Deputy Principal Catherine 
O’Donoghue. Thanks to both for their help and 
advice. 1st place went to Doireann Sheehan & 
Sophie Mullally for their study on “Do Moisturisers 
really Work?” and runner up to Sarah Larkin, Leah 
Hanrahan & Jane Walsh for their look at “Gender 
Balance in Junior Cycle Science Textbooks”. The 
girls then went forward to Scifest@College held 
in W.I.T Arena on May 1st. They were joined by 
Jennifer O’Donoghue, Roisin O’Neill and Marianna
Cavballazzi with their projects on Sports Injuries 
and Myers-Briggs personality tests.

January saw the return of Dance Theatre of Ireland 
to give a 3 session dance workshop culminating 
in a performance for junior students. We were 
delighted to welcome back our own past pupil Ms 
Becky Whelan as tutor for 2 of the 
sessions. 

 

Ms Catherine Wallace from Breast Cancer Ireland 
visited OLOL offering a Breast Health Education 
and Awareness programme to all our TY students. 
The aim of this programme is to educate young 
women about good breast health from a young 
age. 

February saw Mrs Doyle taking TY’s on their 
bikes through the Medieval Mile in Kilkenny, a trip 
to Leisuremax in Wexford for bowling, Body Zorb-
ing, Bungee Runs, Sumo Wrestling and perhaps 
the best of all the indoor adventure playground 
normally only open to the under 12s! Later we 
headed back to Wexford for Wexford Co. Council’s 
and Rotary Club of Ireland’s Just One Life Road 
Safety presentation.                       

Back to the RDS yet again, for the iWish Conference. 
iWish is an initiative to inspire, encourage and 
motivate young female students to pursue careers 
in STEM.

March brought us TY Transmission, the opportunity 
to devise script and record a radio programme. 
While one group were recording their programmes 
the others were involved in the more mindful activity 
of sewing and crafts.  March also saw our Film 
Studies day take place where we looked at the 
history of film making and made some films of our 
own right up to some CGI scenes. And we saw out 
March with a trip to Meadow Lane Riding School 
in the Rower for a horse riding lesson, the first 
time for many students. 

April On the surf boards in Tramore for a surfing 
and ecology day “as gaeilge”. 

April means Easter so off we went to The Choco-
late Garden of Ireland in Tullow Co. Carlow and 
learnt about the origins of chocolate and the trials
and successes of running a business in rural 
Ireland. We had the opportunity for some tasting
and each student made their own chocolate 
train or teddy bear. April also saw our drumming 
workshop which again culminated in a performance 
for junior students. 

   

                     
 English- Third Year                                                                                              

presentatons from schools all over the region and a great tme was had by all. 

Thanks to Ms Kehoe and Ms Woods for all their help during the year. 

Gaisce:

One last trip to fnish up, Waterford Greenway cycling and overnight trip to 

fulfl  the Adventure  secton of  the  Gaisce,  President’s  Award  Challenge.  An 

arduous task but within our capabilites and a ftng end to the year.

And that’s it for TY 2018/2019. Thanks to all who made it such a great success, 

staf, parents, tutors, work experience employers and most of all the students 

whose partcipaton, enthusiasm and hard work makes it what it is. September 

brings new challenges in the form of a Leaving Certfcate curriculum and a new 

cohort of TYs. Looking forward to it all. 
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l   All girls secondary school

l   Excellent learning environment

l   Wide and varied curriculum

l   Exam results consistently above the 
     national average

l   A community of learners, built on 
     respect

Junior Cycle

Transition Year

Leaving Certificate

LCVP

    Core Subjects          Elective Subjects

u Gaeilge        u Business Studies

u English        u Art

u Maths        u Home Economics

u French/Spanish       u Music

u History

u Geography       u CSPE

u Science        u SPHE

u Religious Education   

         u Guidance

         u Public Speaking

         u Friends for Life 
             Programme

Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme
LCVP
Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme 
provides a learning opportunity for valuable 
life skills to face the challenges of life. Points 
for entry to third level are awarded for link 
modules. 

Why Choose us?

Programmes

Junior Cycle Curriculum

    Core Subjects          Elective Subjects

u Gaeilge        u Accounting

u English        u Art

u Maths        u Biology

u French/German       u Business Studies

u I.T.         u Chemistry

u P.E.         u Geography

u Religious Education  u History

u Guidance        u Home Economics

         u LVCP

         u Music 

        

Senior Cycle Curriculum

Students choose 3 
from elective subjects

1st year 
students experience 

all subjects

Mission Statement

Our school is a learning community based 
on faith, hope and love, where respect, 

responsibility and Christian commitment grow, 
allowing all our students to prepare for

a meaningful life.

u PE

Wellbeing


